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Hosea 2:19 - And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in 
judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. (KJV)

With my own marriage coming up on June 20, I've been thinking a lot about marriage in general lately. I chose a 
scripture on the subject, which is not all that familiar. It is also highly ironic, given that one of the main stories in 
the Book of Hosea concerns him and his wife, who was probably unfaithful and eventually left him. Like all 
stories in the Bible, the tale of Hosea and Gomer has been subject to a raft of interpretations and debates about 
its meaning and whether it is symbolic or literal, real or mythological.

However, what is undebatable is that Hosea's love, as he describes it in this book, was deep, loyal and for life. 
That love was marital of course, and biblically love in marriage is often compared to Christ's love for the church. 
Interestingly, the aspect of real love that comes across most clearly in Hosea is its patience and ability to endure 
almost any problem and continue on. In other words, love's unselfishness and willingness to place the other 
before self. This aspect is also basic in the relationship between Jesus and all Christians.

How often do we doubt and stray? Probably more than we're willing to admit to others or ourselves. I'm not just 
talking about obvious sins preachers love to discuss, like sex and morality, but even the "little foxes" in our lives, 
which can just as easily spoil the vine. So often in our daily living, those seemingly harmless spoilers that we 
handle every day are our dollars, our money.

During the fall of last year, my own faith wavered. It wasn't that I stopped believing in God or Jesus, but that I 
doubted God would sustain me physically and financially. How often do we pray, "Give us today our daily 
bread," but in truth rely, not on God, but on our bank accounts? How many of us would remain faithful to God, if 
like Job, we were turned out onto the streets in total poverty? How many of us are faithful only as long as the 
money holds out?

Without going into painful details, what I finally realized was that just as Jesus went to a literal crucifixion for 
us, I had to be willing to go through a financial crucifixion, if need be, to remain faithful to Him. Fortunately for 
me, God came through, and so far I'm doing well.

Most traditional marriage vows contain the words "for richer or poorer" or something of the sort. We promise to 
stay with each other through good times or bad, regardless. We believe God will stay with us in times of plenty 
and of need. So we vow the same to each other in marriage. In my mind this is one of the most important 
promises, because what else is more important in our lives than money? In fact, the majority of people nowadays 
would rather talk about their sex lives publicly than discuss their finances!

To "betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies" means with 
everything in life. However, most of us are timid to admit that much of life nowadays means money. If a person 
in our modern world has no money, he or she cannot live. Total poverty is death.

It is no accident that Jesus talked far more about money than, for example, about sex. In fact, Jesus preached on 
money in the New Testament more times than He did any other subject except the Kingdom of God. Certainly 
Jesus was teaching against the idolatry of money. However, I believe that, on a deeper level, Christ was pointing 
out a basic truth of life. In order to give all we are, we must first be willing to give all we have, financially and 
otherwise.

So in marriage, when we say "with all my worldly goods I thee endow" or whatever one's church requires, we 
are pledging the totality of our worldly selves. If we cannot do that, we are not really married to another. If we 
cannot promise the same to God, our relationship with God is shallow.
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Unselfishness is one of the most essential elements of God's love. As God gives to us, we must give to God. As 
Jesus cares for us, financially and in a multitude of other ways, we must care for the people in our lives. As we 
care for others, in marriage and in every area, we express Jesus' caring for us. Finally, as we give ourselves to 
another in marriage, so we give oursleves to Christ, physically, spiritually, completely and forever.
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